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SlA~笠1lY

Under t.舵 Di6ch
Even bef'Ore血.eBritish arrived in血isarea， the Dutch West lndia C'Ompany had泊troduced
slavery. As early as 1626 eleven male A企icanswere br'Ought t'O Manhattan f'Ollowed也 1628by 
曲reefemale Africans. The Dutch West India C'Ompany' s me組 S'Of cap佃r阻g血.eAfricans was 
either恒 war'Or by rem'Oving them仕omSpanish 'Or P'Ortugese priva旬ers.

By由etime the British captured New Netherlands fr'Om the Dutch担 1664，血.erewas resistance 
t'O由euse 'Of slaves担 NewNetherlands. In fact， 'On February 25， 1664血.e'Original slaves and 
their wives were granted c'Onditi'Onal release but were required t'O return services 'Or cash 'On 
demand f'Or the rest 'Of也.eirlives. 

百'reD司glish細胞掩wNetherlJu，略
As a result 'Of血e位eaty'Of 1664 'Ownership rights 'Of slaves were位ansferredt'O the English， 
thereby f'Ormalizing slavery f'Or a11 but the 'Original eleven. In the Laws 'Of 1665 slaves were 
described as chat臼1property S'O血at血eirservitude was inv'Oluntary，也de自国旬 andcapable 'Of 
being 紅白lSferredthr'Ough the laws 'Of heredity. This frrst c'Ode als'O reversed也eDutch sys白m
in which slaves c'Ould be and were lega11y married. Under the English， slave marriages and 
f副nilieswere n'Ot legal entities. 

Start担gin 1672 the R'Oyal A仕icanC'Ompany， an English c'Ompany， secured a m'On'Op'Oly 'On 
supplying slaves t'O British N '0凶1America. New Y'Ork C'Ol'Ony tried t'O restrict the fl'OW 'Of slaves 
int'O the c'Ol'Ony血血.e1680's by taxing imp'Orted slaves. This was n'Ot very e百ectivesince there 
was a lively smuggling担dus佐y血slaves.Thus， a11 rec'Ords 'Of slave imp'Orts紅esubject t'O cl'Ose 
scrutiny since血.eyd'O n'Ot reveal the t'Otal number 'Of slaves actually br'Ought回t'Othe c'Ol'Ony. 

During the period企'Om1664 and 1776 m'Ost 'Ofthe pe'Ople血Huntingt'Onwh'O were slave 'Owners 
had 'On1y 'One slave. There is s'Ome evidence由atthe Ll'Oyd family 'Of Ll'Oyd Harb'Or may have had 
as many as 14 slaves at any 'One time. That w'Ould make them也.e'Owners 'Of血.elargest number 
'Of slaves. 

The American Rev'Oluti'On created c'Onfusi'On泊theslave ranks. S'Ome slaves Wh'O were held by 
paむi'Otsescaped t'O New Y'Ork City. S'Ome slaves were aband'Oned by l'Oyalis臼 wh'Oescaped t'O 
Canada and these slaves als'O went t'O New Y'Ork City. S'Ome 'Of these slaves in New Y'Ork City 
j'Oined t'Ogether and called themselves the R'Oyal A仕icanRegiment 'Or也.eE血i'OpianRegiment. 
InHunt祖gt'On血eBritish Army， which m'Oved in August 1776， t∞k 53 "Negr'Oes"恒也.ee訂ly
stage 'Of the 'Occupati'On which lasted until 1783. In the militia lists f'Or the period 'Of the war there 
is a n'Otati'On in 'One set 'Of bi1ls f'Or a "negr'O' s" lab'Or a part 'Of血echarge. This w'Ould indicate 
血atn'Ot a11 slaves had either left f'Or New Y'Ork City 'Or been taken by the British. 
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Revolutionary War Claims 
Historical Manuscripts -Town Clerk's Archives， Huntington 

Manumission 
In 1788 New York State passed a law with provisions for the protection of manumitted slaves. The fact也atit 
was necessaηto adopt such a law was由atthere were a substantial number of manumitted persons for whose 
welfare this law was enacted. The law provided that the Overseers of the Poor were to report that the 
manumitted slave was under 50 ye訂sof age if male， 45 if female， and血at血eywere capable of being 
self-supporting. If a manw凶ttedperson ceased to be selιsupporting由en也.eperson wぉ tobecome the former 
owner' s responsibility not the Overseers of the Poor. In血.eTown of Hunt也gton血islaw resulted担剖least
5 slaves being manumitted: 

Owner 
John Brush 
Thomas Wicks 
Christopher Meng 
Debora Con1din 
John Brush 
(deceased) 
(μnd Deeds， ¥101. III) 

Slave 
Peter， male under 50 
Pat， female under 50 
Elishabe， female under 50 
Siah Con1din， male under 50 
Absolom， male under 50 

Date of manumission 
25 September 1793 
1 March 1794 
8 May 1794 
12 June 1795 
3 April1797 
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In 1799 New Y ork State passed a second law由atactually provided for a method of manumission， 
although graduaUy. The act said血ata child bom to a slave a:fter July 4， 1799 would be bom丘ee，butmale 
children would remain in the employ of the master until age 28 and females unti1血eywere 25. However， 
白eowner could "abandon" them副 birthand白eywould then become the wards of the Overse町 of血e
Poor until血eyreached maturity. All such children bom after July 4， were to be registered with the Town 
Clerk and血eown町Sldecision to abandon or not had to be made at血attime. The records indicate由at
there were 79 slaves affected by the laws: 1 died at birth， 19 children were kept and 10 were abandoned; 
also 50 adults were man田凶tted.In all， the names of75 slave owners are identified for the said slaves. This 
reinforces the 1 slave per family relationship mentioned earlier. 

Birth record of black child belonging to John Velsor. 1804 
Historical Manuscripts -Town Clerk's Archives， HWlJingron 

In 1822 the New York State Constitution went into effect and provided for the end of slavery in New York 
State as of 1827 although new residents ofNew York could retain slaves for 9 years.百lIsprovision w錨
removed by the Constitution of 1846 and slavery ended 19 years before the 13血Amendmentto the United 
States Consti旬tion.
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S~aves Manumitted Between 1793 and 1824 

Slave 
Aa工on(sonof Susan) 
Abigail(mother of Peter) 
Absolom 
Adam(son of Hagar) 
Belinda 
Benjamin 
Catherin 
Cato 
Cesar 
Charity(daughter of Margaret) 
Charity(mother of David and Dick) 
Cha工les
Charles 

Charles 
Chaどles

Clarissa(daughter of Tamar) 
Darkis{mother of James) 
David 
David(son of Cha工ity)
Dick(son of Charity) 
Dinah 
Dorcus 
Elijah 
Elishabe{Elisabe) 
Elisha(daughter of Sa工ah)
Elus 
Emilia{daughter of Rachel) 
Esther 
Experience 

Owner 
Ruth Wood 
William Willis 
John Brush 
Abraham Van Wyck 
Martha Williams 
Melanethon B. Wood 
Sally Fleet 
John Gardiner 
Gilbert Platt 
Lemuel Carll 
Samuel Strong 
Scudder Lewis 
Titus，Rebecah and 
Richard Conklin 
Elizabeth Bryan 
Elizabeth and Thomas 
Ketcham 
Naomi Young 
John Gardiner 
Jesse Rogers 
Samuel Strong 
Samuel Strong 
Alexander Matthews 
John Gardiner 
Epenetus Sammis 
Christopher Meng 
Scudder Lewis 
John Gardiner 
Jacob Townsend 
Jonathan Gardiner 

Female child daughte工 ofMargaret 
Freelove{mother of Sarah) may have 

been sold to Isaiah Jarvis 
manumitted 6 April 1809 by 
Jarvis 

Titus，Rebeca，Richard 
and Henry Conklin 
Richard Conkling 
Phoebe Whitman 

George 
Hagar{mother of Vilett， Adam 
and James) 

Hannah(mother of Rachel) 
Harry(son of Nance) 
Harry(son of Phebe who died in 
childbirth) 

Harry(son of Nance) 
Harry 
Harry 
Harry 
Harry 
Havens，Chaどles

Alexander Campbell 
Abraham Vanwyck Jど.

Epenetus Sammis 
Jarvis Whitman 
Zophar B工ush

Jarvis Whitman 
Phebe Whitman 
Joshua Hartt 
Amy Youngs 
Thomas Roe 
Micah Vail 



S~aves )!勉numittedBetween ~793 and 1824 

Slave 
Isaac 
Jacob 

Jacob 
James (born dead son of Betty) 
James 
James(son of Darkish) 
James{son of Jane) 
James(son of Hangar) 
James 
Jane(mothe工 ofMahala and James) 
Jude(daughteど ofRosanna) 
Jupiter 
Ketturah 
Lenoir 
London 
Lorrey(daughter of peg) 
Lydia{daughter of Margaret) 
Mahala(daughter of Jane) 
Margaret 0工 Peg
Margaret (mother of Lydia，Tamar 

and Charity) 
Margaret 

Mary 
Maryann(daughter of Tamar) 
Michael 
Nance(mother of Haどry)
Nann(mothe工 ofRachel) 
Nancy 
Nanne(mother of Rebeccah) 
Oliver{son of Persilla) 
Pat 
Peg{mother of Lorrey) 
Peleg 
Persilla(mo七herof Oliveど)
Peter(son of Abagail) 
Peter 
Phebe{died giving birth to Harry) 
Plato 
Pompy 
Prince 
Prince 
Rachel(daughter of Hannah) 
Rachel(mother of Emilia) 
Rache.l(daughteど ofNann) 
Rebecah(daughter of Nanny) 
Richard 
Samue1 
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 James Oak1ey 
Scudded Lewis 
Jonah Wood 
John Gardener 
David F1eet 
Abraham Van Wick 
Solomon Ketcham 
David Fleet 
Thomas Smith 
Me1ancthon B. Wood 
Nathanie1 Buffet 
John H. Gardeneど
Jonathan Gardener 
Selah Wood 
Lemuel Car1l 
David F1eet 
Timothy Ca工11
Lemue1 Carl1 

Samue1 Car11， A1examder 
Lewis， Deborah Car11 and 
Hannah N. Carl1 
Jonah Wood 
Naomi Young 
Danie1 W. Kissam 
Jarvis Whitman 
Abraham VanDyck J工.
Abraham Van Wick 
Abraham Van Wick 
Thomas Brush 
Thomas Wicks 
Selah Wood 
Scudded Carll 
Thomas Brush 
William Wi11is 
John Brush 
Zophar Brush 
John H. Gardener 
James Oak1ey 
Jonathan Gardener 
Abraham VanWyck 
Epenetus Sammis 
Jacob Townsend 
Abraham Van Dyck Jr. 
Abraham Van Wick 
John Car11 2nd 
Jonah Wood 



S~aves Manumitted Between 1793 and 1824 

Slave 
Sarah(mother of Elisha) 
Sarah(daughter of Freelove) 
Sarah(mother of William) 
Siah Conkling 
Sias 
Stephen 
Susan (mother of Aaron) 
Susan 
Susan 
Synthey 
Tamar(daughte工 ofMargaret) 
Tamer(mother of Clarissa and 
Maryanne) 

Vilett(daughter of Hangar) 
William(son of Sarah) 
William 
York 

Owner 
Scudded Lewis 
Phoebe Whitman 
John Velsor 
Deborah Conklin(g) 
Joel Rogers 
Abraham Van Wick 
Ruth Wood 
Deborah Valentine 
John Wood 
Phineas Carll 
Lemuel Carll 
Naomi Young 
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1824 -1860 
The rec.ords .of the T.own are s.omewhat sketchy f.or this time peri.od. The lack .of suitable rec.ords keeps 
us from making ally determinati.on .of events a百ectingthe f.ormer slaves .or_newly freed pers.ons. 

Post 1860 
In the assessment r.olls f.or 1860 we have several entries .of land bel.onging t.o "Negroes" .or、m組.of
c.ol.our" with the excepti.on.of Nich.olas Miller wh.o was referred as、gentleman.of c.ol.our". These are: 
Owner Size Value T低
Clark， Henry 1 acre 100 .78 
Miller， Ge.orge 7 150 1.17 
Miller， Nich.olas 10 150 1.17 
Payne， Hannibal 8 200 1.56 
Payne， Henry 10 150 1.17 
Squares， Isaac 25 150 1.17 
Squares， Daniel 8 100 .78 
Steel， Aaron 5 100 .78 

Again， in the r.olls .of 1866 we find血esame designati.on as f.o11.ows: 

Owner 
Clark， Henry 
Carman， Wil1iam 
Green， Ge.orge 
Havens. Th.omas 
Mi1ls， Ge.orge 
Miller， Nich.olas 
Miller， Samuel 
Payne， Henry 
Payne， Oliver 

Russell， Henry 
Squares， Isaac 
Squares， Daniel 
Steel， Aaron 
Wils.on， J.ohn 

Non-Resident 

Hunter， J.onah.of New T.own 

百Ii! O、~il mαr 

Size 

1 acre 
12 
15 
114 
7 
10 

15 
10 

30 
4 
25 
8 
5 
12 

4 acres 

Value 

150 
150 
150 
250 
100 
150 
150 
150 
400 
150 
150 
150 
150 
200 

200 

T低

The Civil War was也，efrrst war in which the g.ovemment used血，edraft t.o ga曲目 menf.or the armed 
f.orces. H.owever， there was a twist t.o血edra貧困th.osedays. One didn't have tω.0 g.o himself i百fc∞.ouldfmd 
s叩.omeω.oIl!即，etω.0 take .one'、spがlace.orp戸aida stipulated amoωUll'蹴ttω.0"もbu町Y.out.oぱf曲.edra負
the Uni.onAロn町ybecame ex刻trl詑emeand ana叫11.0血回1碍efll国1t.of2 ∞ ，0∞0∞Ome叩nwa儲spμlaced.on N ew Y.ork State. We 
have s.ome d.ocuments relating t.o the dra抗 andenlisting .of Huntingt.onians which speci行 C.ol.oured
Tr.o.ops .or the n.otice .of enlistment .of Negr.oes in the United States Army which are replicated bel.ow. 



M偲ne Rαnk When enlisted Where Bounty paid砂Town
Brewster， Thomas， C. Private J anuary 5， 1864 Jamaica $331.50 
Jackson， Aaron Private January 5， 1864 Jamaica $331.50 
Brewster， Govemor Private Jamiary 5， 1864 Jamaica $331.50 
Gaminer， J ames E. Private January 5， 1864 Jamaica $331.50 
Smith， Moses Private January 5， 1864 Jamaica $331.50 
Jackson， .Te飴'ey Private J anuary 5， 1864 Jamaica $331.50 
Jackson， Richard Private J anuary 5， 1864 Jamaica $331.50 
J ackson， Henry D. Private J anuary 5， 1864 Jamaica $331.50 
Wood， Wi1liam Henry Private J anuary 5， 1864 Jamaica $331.50 
Carll Charles Henry Private January 5， 1864 Jamaica $331.50 
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