L A W S

STATEor NEW-YORK,

COMPRISING THE

CONSTITUTION,

AND THE

" ACTSorrTse LEGISLATURE,

f siNce THe REVOLUTION, rroM TuE

|
| FIRSTrorue FIFTEENTH SESSION, INCLUSLVE,

IN TWO VOLUMES,

VOLUME 11

Quum Leces alizef;u;:‘r' :‘]lias accwmulate, eas de integroretradtare, ecin Corpus fanum et habile
"33!.,"“‘6: 1 e, BACON,

Mitera Servitus eft ubi Jus ot vagum aut incognitu, 4 Inft, 240,

S———

N X W-YORK—PRINTE™ BY THOMAS GREENLEAF—M,DCC,XC,11,



2746

e
@

§




P R E F A C E

HE fecond Volume of the Laws of New-York is
finally completed.  In this Volume the Jame Plan has
been purfued as in the firff, nor has a Sheet of it been
’jmt to the Prefs until critically examined by fome one
Gentleman of the Profeffion of the Law.

The Patrons to this Work will pleafe to obferve, that
agreeably to the Requeft of a great Part of them, the
Laws which were paffed at the fifteenth Seffion of the
Legiflature, comprifes Part of this Volume ; and, as
this Addition was not contemplated in the original
Propofuls, that this is fubjet to the trifling extra Charge
of TWO SHILLINGS and SIX-PENCE. The
ditor has no Doubt but the Demand will be cheerfully
complied with by all the Subfcribers ; and hopes, that
the whole Work will fully anfwer their moft fanguine
Expellations—being, with fentiments of refpect, &.
THOMAS GREENLEAF.

05 The Editor has this Day iffued Propofuls for
printing the future Laws of New-York in NUAM-
BERS, to commence with the next (or ixteenth) Sef-
JSion ; each Number to contain the Laws of one Sefli-

on, be it more or lefs, to be flitched in B/ue, at 3 f. the
Number.
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CH AP XL
almeded, 1xh el An ACT concerning Slaves.

Pafled 2ad February, 1788.
WHEREAS in confequence of the a€t, dire@ting a revifion of the laws
of this flate, it is expedient that the feveral exifting laws, relative 10
faves, fhould be revifed, and comprifed in one ; Therefore, .

L Be ii cuuited by the pegple of the flate of New-York reprefentid in fenate .
c5d affembly , and #t is kercby enaled by the authority of the fame, Thatevery
negro, mulatto or meftce, within this ftate, who at the time of the pafling of
this 2&, is a flave for his or her life, fhall continue fuch for and during hisor
her Yife, unlefs he or fhe fhall be manumitted or fet free in the manner pre-
fcribed in and by this a&, or in and by fome future law of this ftaze.

W _And be it fusther cnalled by the authority afvrefuid, That the children
of every negro, mulatto or meftee woman, being a flave, fhall follow the
flate and condition of the mother, and be eftecned, reputed, taken and ad-
judged flaves, to all intents and purpofes whatfoever.

WL And be i further enaded by the authority aforcfuid, That the baptizing
of any negro, or other flave, fhall not be deemed, adjudged or takento be
2 manumiffion of fuch flave,

IV. And 1o prevent the further importation of flaves into this fate ; Bs
# further enalled by the authoriiy aforefaid, Thatif any perfon fhall fell, s 2

. ﬂive, within this ftate, any negro or other perfon who
o toy pevibn Kiling has been imported or brought into this flate, after the fuft
thia m:'?« frt day of June, in the year of our Lord one thoufand feven
I 185 RECE B undred and eighty-five, or who fhall be imported or
brought into this ftate afier the paffing of this ad, fuch feller,
or his or her fa®or or agent, making fuch fale, fhall be deemed guilty of @
public offence, and fhall, for every fuch offence, forfeit the fum of one hun-
dred pounds, current money of this flate, to berecovered by any perfon who
will fue for the fame, with cofts of fuit, by a&tion of debt, in any court of
record within this flate, having cognizance thereof ; the one half of which
forfeiture, when recovered, to be paid to the treafurer of this ftate, for the
ue of the people thereof; and the other halfto the perfon who fhall fue for
the fame to effe®.  And further, That every perfon, fo im-
e fuch flave ® ported or brought into this ftate, and fold contrary to the
true intent and meaning of this act, fhall be frec.

V. dnd be it further cnalled by the authorily aforcloid,
o2 perdon bving That if any perfon fhall, at any time, purchafe or buy, or
vitk intent toremore fhall, as faor or agent to another, take or receive, any
e Gave i, s flve with intent to remove, exportor carry fuch flave from
frfeit toak. this flate, to any other place without this ftate, and there
1o be fold ; the perfon fo purchafing or buying, or fo, as faor or agent, re-
ceiving or taking a flave, with fuch intent as aforefaid, fhall be deemed to
have committed an offence againft the people of this flate, and fhall, for eve-
ry fuch offence, forfeit the fum of one hundred pounds, to be recovered,
with cofls, by any perfon who will fue for the fame ; the one moiety tothe
ufe of the people of this flate, and the other moiety to the ufe of the perfon

who will fue for the fame; and the flave fo purchafed,

o124 foch flave 2o bought, taken or received, fl:all be immediately aficr he or

: fhe fhall be fo purchafed, bougly, received or taken, and
hereby is declared to be free.

v
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o Tarnemploying V1. Andbe it further enalled by the authority afrefoid’
flave,, without con- That if any perfon or perfons fhall, after the pafling of this
w Fsfeit 51, for every A¢t, employ, harbour, conceal or entertain any negro, or
24 hoars, other flave, knowing fuch negro or other flave to be the
flave of any other perfon er perfons, without the confent
of the owrter or owners of fuch flave, he, fhe or they fhall forfeit to the
“owner or owners of fuch flave, the fum of five pounds for every twenty-
four hours, and in that proportion for a greater or lefs time, while fuch flave
thall have been empioyed, harboured, concealed or entertained, as afore-
fxid ; but that fuch forfeiture fhall notin the whole exceed the value of fuch
fuve. And further, Thatif any perfon or perfons fhall be found guilty of
harbowring, entertaining or concealing any flave, or of affifting to conve
himor her away, and if fuch flave (hall be lof, die or be otherwife defiroyed,
the perfon or perions fo harbotring, entertaining, concealing, affilting, or
conveying away fuch flave, fhall be liable to pay to the owner or owners of
fuch flave, the value thereof ; which feveral fums of money fhall and may
be recovered, by a®ion of debt, with cofts of fuit, in any court of record
having cognizance thereof. '
© VM. Aud be it further enalled by the anthority aforefaid, Thatno perfon or
perfons fhall trade or traffic with any flave or flaves, either in buying or fell-
ing, without leave or confent of the mafter or miftrefs of fuch flave or flaves,
on pain of forfeiting treble the value of the thing or things traded for ; and
2ifo, the fum of five pounds, to the mafler or miﬁrefé of fuch flave or flaves,
for each offence, to be recovered, with cofts, againft the perfon or perfonsfo
trading contrary to the true intent and meaning of this a&, by a&ion of debt,
in any court having cognizance thereof. And further, That every contra&
or bargain fo made, or to be made, with any flave or flaves, without confent
ofhis, her or their mafter or miftrefs, fhall be utterly void.

VUL dndbe it further enalledby the authority aforefuid, Thatif any perfon
or petfons fhall fell any rum or other firong liquor, to any flave or flaves,
without the confent of his r her mafter or miftrefs, and fhall thereof be
convifted, upon complaint made by the mafler or miftres of fuch flave or
flaves, before any juflice of the peace, mayor, recorder or alderman, in the
city or county where the offender fhall dwell or refide, fhall forfeit and pay
the fum of forty fhillings for every fuch offence, to be recovered, with cofts,
betore any fuch juftice, mayor, recorder oralderman ; the one half of which
forfeiture, when recovered, fhall be paid to fuch mafter or miftrefs, and the
other half to the overfeers of the poor of the city or town where fuch of-
fence is committed.

IX. And be it further enaled by the authority aforefaid,
p e of faves o That if any perfon or perfons fhall, by theft, or other tref-
Wheir wrefpaffes tothe pafs committed by any flave or flaves, fuftain damages to
value of sl. the value of five pounds or under, the owner or owners
of fuch flave or flaves, fhall be liable to make fatisfa&tion for fuch damages to
the party injured, to be recovered by action of debt, with cofts of fuit, in
manner aforefaid.

X. And be it further enalled by the authority aforefuid,

Saves _ firiking TThat if any flave fhall firike a white perfon, it {hall be law-
white perfons, how to . e .
be micdand punited, ful for any juftice of the peace to commit fuch flave to

" prifon ; and fuch flave fhall thereupon be tried and punith-
ed, in the manner direGed in cafes of petit larceny, in and by the a&, en-
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saled, } An a& for the fpeedy punithment of fuch perfons as thall commit
amy offences under the degree of grand larceny.
) XL dnd be ic firiter eniced by the autherity aforefaid;
i capiraicaiey, T hatall negroes and other perfons whatfoever, commonl
. reputed and deemed flaves, fhall, forever hereafier, have
the privilege of being tried by a jury, in ail capital cafs, according to the
coure of the common law.
XIL And be it further cnaded by the anthurity afircfid,
i "% o, ¢ That from and after the paffing of this aét, no flave fhall
ainsalalaanmt be admitted a witness for or againttany perfon, inany mat-
exch other. ter, caufe or thing whatfoever, civil or criminal, except in
aiminal cafes in which the evidence of one flave fhall be admitted for or
againit another flave.

XUL dud be it further cnaded by the authority aforefuid, That from and
afier the paffing of this act, no perfon or perions within this ftate, fhall ksow-
mgly and willingly fufier, or permit his, her or their flave to go abeut beg-
ging of others, vi&uals, cloathing, or other nec-ffaries ; and if any perfon or
perfors fhall be guilty of an oficnce “againft this claufe of this act, Le, the or
they fhall, for every fuch offence, forfeit the fum of ten pounds, to be reco-
wred by action of debt, with cofls of fuit, in any court of record within this
flae, by any perfon or perfons who will fue for the fame ; the one half of
which forfeiture, when recovered, to be paid to the overfeers of the poor
of the city or town wherevfuch offence fhall be committed, and the other
half to the perfon or perfons who fhall fue and profecute for the fame o0
ek

XIV. dnd be it further enaded by the authority aforefuid,
g Beeerborhess That if any perfon or perfons fhall, by any collufive con-
tahle o mainain Veyance, or fraudulent agreement, fell or difpofe, or pre-
thera. tend to fell, or difpofe of any aged or decrepid flave, to any
perfon or perfons, who is, or are unable to keep and maintain fuch flave or
flaves, fuch fale or pretended fale, fhall be abfolutely void, and the perfon or
petfons making fuch fale or pretended fale, fhall forfeir the fum of twenty
pounds for each offence ; and fhall, moreover, be deemed the owner or
owners of fuch flave or flaves, within the true intent and meaning of the
next preceding fe@ion of this a& ; which forfeitures (hall be recovered and
appled in themanner direéted in and by the faid fection.
XV. And be it further enaded by the authority aforefiid,
flow flaves, mder That when the owner or owners of any flave under fifiy
2d.  years of age, and of fufficient ability to provide for himfeif
or herfelf, fhall be difpofed to manumit fuch flave, he, fhe or they fhall,
previous thereto, procure a certificate, figned by the overfeers of the poor,
or the major part of them, of the city, town or place, and of two juftices of
the peace of the county where fuch perfon or perfons Mall dwell or refide,
and if in the cities of New-York or Albany, then, from -the mayor or
recorder, and any two of the aldermen, certifying that fuch flave appears to
be under fifty years of age, and of fufficient ability to provide for himfelf or
Lerfelf, and fhall caufe fuch certificate of manumiffion to be regificred in the
office of the clerk of the city, town or place in which the owner or owners
of fuch flave may refide ; that then it fhall be lawful for fuch perfon or per-

§ Therc is noal with thistitie: It is ﬂqu’al‘dthzmwadinuaded is toth 1oL ch, 635,
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fons to manumit fuch flave, withowt giving or providing any fecurity to
indemnify fuch city, town or place; And every flave, fo manumitted, thall
be deemed, adjudged and taken to be free, and the clerk, for regiftering fuch
certificate, fhail be entitled to two fhillings, and no more. .
XVL Aiud be it farther enalled by the authority afirefuid,
3‘,‘;;;“::’:;&";:: That if any perfon, by his or her laft will and teftament,
unzed bywill.  fhall give his or her flave freedom, fuch flave being, at the
death of the teftator or teftatrix, under fifty years of age, and alfo of fuf-
ficient ability to provide for himfelf or herfelf, to be certified in manner
aforefaid ; fuch freedom, given as aforefaid, fhall, without any fecurity to
indemnify the city, town or place, be deemed, taken and adjudged to be
good and valid, to all intents fgnd puq;lofeaA Ang] fulrthe:'i,l Th?eil if the owner
cof ot or owners of any other flave, fhall be diff to manumit
m “m‘n‘.'.?.‘.';!“é.?; and fet at libertyyfuch flave, and fuch owxge(:' or owners, or
on giving fecurity.  any other fufficient perion, for or in behalf of fuch flave,
fhall and do, at the court of general feflions of the peace for the city or
county where fuch negro or other flave fhall dwell or refide, enterinto a
bond to the people of the ftate of New-York, with one or more furety or
fureties, to be approved by fuch court, in a fum not le§ than two hundred
pounds, to keep and fave fuch flave from becoming or being any charge to
the city, town or place, within this flate, wherein fuch flave thall, atany
time after fuch manumiffion, live, the faid flave fhall be free, according to
fuch manumiffion of the owner or owners of fuch flave. And further, If
Such flave manu- any fuch flave hath been, or hereafter fhall be made free, by
Toireed by will, on the laft will and teftament of any perfon deceafed, and if
- execumars, > r . any the executor or executors of fuch perfon fo deceafed, or
. in cafe of the negle@ or refufal of fuch executor or execu-
tors, if any other futficient perfon for and in behalf of fuch flave, fhall and
do enter into fuch furety as aforefaid, in manner aforefaid, then the faid flave
fhll be free, according to the true intent and meaning of fuch latt will and
Staves it fhee by tefament.  And moreover, That if any perfon fhall, by
il erwite, & laft will or otherwife, manumit or fet free his or her flave,
pepunfilered asfice s and no fuch centificate or fecurity as aforefaid be given or
cortiricate or (=curity obtained, fuch flave fhall, neverthelefs, be confidered as
e e © freed from fuch owner, his or her executors, adminiftrators
and affigns : But fuch owner, his and her heirs, executors
and adminiftrators, fhall remain and be liableto fupport and maintain fuch flave,
ifthe fame flave fhall become unable to fupport and maintain himflf or herfelt,

C H AP XLL
A AC'T in the Form of the A recommended by the Refolution of the Ukite
ed Sates in Congrefs affembled, of the Twenty-fir& Day of March, Ore
Thoufund Seven Hundred and Eighty-feven, to be paffed by the feveral
States, relative to the Treaty of Peace betwween the United Stales, and the

King of Great-Britain.
Pafled 22d February, 1788.
HEREAS certain laws or ftatutes made and pafled in fome of the
United States, are regarded and complained of as repugnant to the
treaty of peace with Great-Britain, by reafon whereof, not only the good
faith of the United States, pledged by that treaty, has been drawn into quef-
tion, but their efential interclts under that weaty, gready affe€led : And






